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NATURAL SETTING ' 

Pocahontas County owes As early development largely to its 
-Djiticn on the boundary of Virginia. Pioneering explorers diaooYor.J 
;?o rich valleys on their first short trips beyond the Allegheny bar¬ 
rier. Later, it became an important gateway for settlers from the 

eastern communities who pushed into the free lands of the Ohio country. 

* ^ \ 

■’’he county, in its geographical placement and contour, is luite similar 
to Test Virginia, itself. Trim the northern panhandle region from a 

may of state and the remainder will be surprisingly like a map of 

1 * ** # • - ■ " 

Pocahor.tas. Like the state, the county extends much farther nortn, 
sc.th. east, and west thin its size would indicate. Prom 57 degrees, 

40 minutes north latitude at its southertnost point it stretches to 
22 degrees 45 minutes north latitude. Similar-ly it reaches from 79 
degrees, 35 minutes to 80 degress, PA minutes west longitude. 

Its unoro than 900 squar e miles of land make Pocanonta3 the third 
cour.ty ofTthe state in size. It was formed from parts of Bath, Pend- 
le ’ cn , ana Randolph countTes and v/as originally thought to contain 
s: ‘ uare Boundaries, as determined by the Virginia legis- 

:n 1321, were as follows: 

*®f:g.nnir.;; at th« 1 *ne of Greenbrier County on top of the Alle- 
•t • V. > ji • a.n Thence with the said line to the head of Spice Run, 

thC - i Ilr,e t0 th * L ‘ nd of the Droop Mountain, thence with 
• ■:»•« to /,, ura Knob, thence .nth uaid line to where intersects 

,ind Manrtoi P“. thoneo with tJa line dividing Rundoi;* 

11-0 r,lou htHin opposite the Junction of the 
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' n * 1 * 1 ' S ' ,! R4v ” r * t ' l,-n0p « «traight lint'to the 


"hsnCe a i*t 


■ » ’xlHk 

line to the top-, 





n 
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rhruts, Pare id 
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5 ,„ r/[1 d. where tha road ww.ni from Clorwr U=* f JJ naol ? n 
e crosses said mountain, thence a atraignt line to wie.e 
- ur ; . oendlelon county. Intersects the line of Bath *n« Reneolpn 

OB w or ». ^ ?.»««. d~. a»*.»««« 

T , lth the top Of said mountain to where the rone. l^ Cins 1 

11. thence a straight iine 
..., er , to Randolph court house crosses it, th 

‘ ; 0 e the Alleghany Mountain opposite thebead of the east lor. 

•: r. Greenbrier Rive, thence with the top « the said mountain to 

;»*, ». «* «» «i. -- 


v, -*r* 


straight line from the Siawer.a road to the mountain o^ooi. 

. t ■ of Sast Pore of Greenbrier caused much confusion. As conn y 
: «« then, a corridor was formed cutting off a part of Pendleton . 

body of the county. Also, a "no man-s lan,. —tee 

.....to Randolph. After considerable dispute the boundaries mere 
. . .. Tv. present location. Pocahontas thus gained a vast area o 

. 1P .nd. Burner. Hay. Gertrude and Wildeli are lumber toms 

. - - rang up in this formerly disputed territory. About ten miles 

...em Maryland Railroad together with attending operations is 

Kft* .cars later the southern border was changed silently, 
’ . ’.^ ty present area of 602,860 acres. As in the case 

, - . ,rc roud* terrain is C eneral, boundaries vr^aetcimined 

. r ,,i r i . rr'era. streams, and divisions of water shed. 

.er.'.y &t many on surveyor with the wild country in 

fwroed J.i» to r«l rf upon jrominenL landmarks for ms 
einor ;ol.tiori and uoCial jrot.;sr.j v.ero nlco in- 
. i . v. •. u t ,*ro; i.cul «*.tui tion it Rapture logic*!. that 
r>. .n * Mian *. • arblt rctr,, lix. mg-afT v>. orderly 


j.t.r. 
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CHAMWTCSBK-> aATURAL SETTI?C (f oc * honta -!£S y aty) 

Beginning August 26th 19*0 
Roncoe \T. Brown, 


Part 1. 

*.e A. Pocahontas County is situated on the •aeterr.eide of the State eomewhat 

below the center of Weet Virginia, is adjoining the State of Virginia in the east, 
the neanders of the Alleghany mountains , and the waterehed thereof which is the ? 
line between Virginia and West Virginia , forms the eaetern boundry line of Poeahontae 
County except the north end of the County which ie bounded on the east by Pendleton 


County of Weet Virginia. 

Pocahontee County ie bounded on the north and north-west by Webster and 
Randolph Counties, on the north-east by Pendleton County , on the east by Highland 
and Path Counties of the state of Virginia, and on the aouth-west by Greenbrier County 
The Geographal position of Pocahontas County , or as it ie oriented in the 
State of West Virginia, in reference to ite position of Latitude and Longitudinal 
departure ; at the High-School Bfcildinguat Greenbank taken ae a point as near aa 
can be defined , ia 38 degrees ,25minutee , and 33 seconds of North Latitude, and 
75 degrees, *9 minutes , and 30 seconds of Longitude from Greenwich. 

The Geographal of Uarlinton ( the County seat of Pocahontas County ) is 

approximately a. taken from the Topographical Maps made by O.S.Engineers for the 

^logical Surrey e, i. 38 degreee and 1 3 minutes of North Latitude, and 8o degrees 
ar.d i einutet cf Longitude. 


” U .T th. d.*li M tl.n of th. magr.etic 

„..dl. .fro. th. t,„. North u.rldlu .pp.„r. u b . , d „ gro „ „„ J0 Blaut „ 

*' • «*» ■■ *nn»1 oh.„ 6 . 3 . lnut „ p . r „„ 

' “* “* 0, ’’ ,rn ” nt «• »...d th. Tru. North r.rldlon 11 

l, “ 1 ..* w. ^n.tlo u.rldl.n.) 
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. p ln outUne and has no definite for® , Its greatest 
he County is irregular in outline , 

l.ogth 1. n..rl, 60 .n.. running In . n.rth...t..outh..ot dir.etion 
lt . great.st width ln . north.eBt and .outh.a.t dir.cti.n 1. .pproxta.t.ly 


and 


/ 


29 «ile« narrowing to about laniles toward the northern end. 

The present area of Pocahontas County, ae determined with planimeter from 
the topographic eheete of the United State Geological Survey ae follows: 

Creenbank District . 319.24 Square Miles. 

B^rtereville District-193-64 square Miles. 

si ray District-- 237.05 Square Milee. 

Little Levels District-— 192.68 Square Wiles. 

_ 7 

Total- -942.61 square Miles . or about 602. 880, more or lesr 

-I 

Pockbatlas County was formed by an act of the Virginia Legiiature in Dec 
-wrter 1921, while West Virginia was a part of ths State of Virginia. 

It was formed from parti of Bath, Pendleton , and Randolph Counties , and 
tire was euppoed to contain 820 square miles. 

T.-.e boundr/ lines of Pocahontas County as origionally established by the 
Ttrgir.i* Legislature in December 1821 are as follows 

.t th. Ho. of Greenbrier County on top 6f the All.gh.ny Mountain 
.1th th. .aid Ho. t» th. h.nd of Spio. .on, thono. with th. ..id lino to th. 

"* *' *• * it ’' «“ — Knob, th.no. with ..i d line 

“ ... 110 ' *' “* ^ *«» th. un. diaiding 

* •, *4 Greenbrier Ceuntloe , to the Bounty „ J ho ^ nction ® f th « 

. m.untrin oppo.it. B.nnook Sh.nl Run with 

“*“■ * .teellM 11.. t. th. ..uth of th. 0 , 

• :: ™. ... 

—-- . 010 ™ r UC ‘ t0 ** nd ° 1Ph 

^•*4-c*Mt; }| 




* Uyn ' %i ° ‘ . .lin. to .her. the 

.count!., on V*. 


line of 
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. it top Of said mountain to 

t ond Greenbrier Rivers, thence with the .op 
_t>etwo*» Che< ‘ , h Cou rt houee croeeee it, thence a 

,„. r . *. »—« ,r ” *° R ‘ lt . tt , hoid ...t 

' „ t lln . io th. top .« - SPP °“ lt * 

; l ; t,*. op— *- - *. - *• - tc 
11M . _*.- *. -—- - ^ ^. 

) 5..- Dyer. Index of the land Brent, of »»»* VorBinr. 

It eppeera that th. ^ * *»’ -«Wrt U- *• — * 

ULsde. Mountain oppo.it. tdo d.ed of to. »t lord of td. Oro.nOri.r River 


a**v5*«*«v -- — 

in later year.,led to »uch .iaund.rat.odinB^andjontro^r^Oetaaen td. Coun 
Pooedootae and Randolph. . Randolph County ... fom.d^h, an Act of the Virginia 


Aeeeehly in Ootoh.r 1186 , and did.nt includ. th, head water, of th. ..At Pork 
„ td. cra.utri.r River; and it appeared that th. .aid Ho. would w^d out a 
ptrt of Pendleton in two part, net joining. Pendleton County line a. o.tabli.had 
h, th. Virginia Ae.eahly in D.e«W 1187 .only oaLl.d for th. top of th. All.gO.ny 
a=i along the sane .and the east side of the Greenbrier waters to the eouth-west 
fountain of the South Branch, thie point wae the corner of Augusta County at that 
*.ise and later formed the setting of the Bath County line as formed from Augusta 
County in 1791 

After the formation of Pocahontae County in 1821 , the greater portion of 
the aroa drained by the waters of the Wset Fork of the Greenbrier River was not 
es-pletsly Included in the County lineo above mentioned and therefore appeared to 
“ No Uene Land" and wae all due to the fact that the origional calls show a 
■ leur4erstaMlag on the part of the draftsman of tho bill , an to the topographical 


situation of the country. 

!t was agreed tooand undorstood by tho Offioiav of Pocahontas and Randolph 


-n\ieo tnat a 4*f lotto Una muot bo ootabliohad botweon tho two Countioa 
*» t to parti«ular point of oentroToroy. 




( Par.® •) 


•h, service of B.M.Yeager a qualified land surveyor wae eecured to aurvey 

„.v 5 ••tabliah a line ao directed bji a board of commiseioners; The survey notee 

e f B.U.Yaager bearing date of Hay 22nd 1876 purports the fact that he began at 

the top of Back Alleghany , on Shavers Mountain .where the Staunton and Parkersburg 

Turnpike road crosses the top of said Mountain ; ( This point had been the most 

achern point or corner of Pocahontas County for a period of 55 years). 

tter.es with the top of said montain on the divide between the waters of the 

Iresbrier River ,and the waters of the ShaverB Fork of Cheat River , and following 

the water shed of the Greenbrier waters to a point onthe top of the Alleghany 

n 

Mountain on the Pendleto County line . 

The said surveyor gives the whole distance 8415 poles- $42.07£ 

?.»versed----- 7276 poles $ 36.38 

.v-sber of courses--146-- 4.56 

The whole distance of tho new line between Randolph and Pocahontas County 

i 

ie wheat 27 nilee. ( Tho bearinge and dist&nc. s of the courses are onitted atthis 

I 

Place) 

The following is the Commiauionors report of the line , and the same it> 

• setter of record ia the County Clerks Office of Pocahontas County West Va. 


Is 3eed Book No 15 at Page 188 

»e Sheman H. Clark .william 9. Overholt, and John C. 
**- v* e part of Pocahontas County and, 

-.V.Orwwforl, >lichelae Jiaretillor , and S.D. Strader 


Price Commiesionere 


Commissioners ,on 


*' • *" a B - *• dull, oh... thplr. b, ..id 

..cording t. i„, t0 .. c . rt ^ n fu t „. t 

’*'* " ** l, “ U '— n .bou, ,b lah th . r . b .. n . 

U.W... ..!< Cu.ll.. . rtol „ lt>of , u4 . llput- lln , 

•• ta. ITtt i v «r Megwet flr . t Hul . 

ly sworn j on hearing evidence 

“-- —1. Vb. H, CIt*. HU. 0. OMrh.lt ^ 

7 i n : ..- - -—..*. 

.. “ - V- M . r. p .r. 
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«<;oViav®rB Mountain .where the 

. t. .» .. *• *’ *' B “ k ^ ’° of u.untain »» 

Staunton - — — "** ““ *V ^ th9 .atom 

, 0 ., tn.no. »ith on. ,p .f -u — - -;2;;r: .. , ol ,„ . 

•' Or..nbrl.r lll.r «i *» °' ^ Th „ baarlEg , .„ d 

, tn. fir.t oil of th. 11..) 8.33 *. 58 P.l.« • 

Ll.. ., tn. on.... 0 , tn. im. — - - - *7 

tn- „ noco.nry , , ( Tn. la.t .11 or «-) «■ * *• " ^ " ‘ " ' 

cn. rry .na a ...... « - t. t .T *i*«r — • * ha ” thB ““ 

rtige intersect, the said Alleghany Mountain. 

ft. Comi. 8 i.nono an tn. part of Randolph County di.a.nting . 

c u Pi nrV. 


Ca-ie.ionere on the part of Pocahontae County 


'Sa Overholt 
John C. Price 
B. W. Byrne. Umpire. 


Peemhoataa County Clerk a Office . 
i.-ii'. 2 & th 1862 

Tfce foraio’.n* plat and report of the County line between the Pocahontas and 
>ual)l;s eountlaa wae praaented in t&taOffica and admitted to record . 


T EST JOHN J.B1ARD 


CLERK. 






( Pape 6 ) 

» 0 t*blie>vnent of the disputed line by the Commissioners , which appears 
to haw* been controlli by the deciding vote of the Umpire added much valuation 
to the Greenbank District of Pocahohtas County; The Valuation of many thousand 
acres of valuable timber fell to Pocahontas County , and many years afterward 
■any different fcand Saw mills and LU*Ber Towns were established within the 
disputed area , The Lumber Towns- Burner, May, Gertrude , and Wildell, and 
other lvnber operations on the Western Maryland R ailroad were in the area that was 
ceded to Pocahontae County. These were all large Lumber towns with Churches 
and Schools , and had all the modern conveniences , that wsnt to make up a 
desirable place for the employees,and their faniliee lo live, while the mille 
•ere in operation . The duration of the mille that operated on the Weet Fork of 
the Greenbrier liver wae from 1900 to about 1920. 

About 10 miles of the Weetern Maryland Railroad is within this disputed 

t 

arwa , and adding that amount of valuiion of the rolling stovk to Pocahontas •' 

Cesatjr. 




■ , ....• l.-'-.ng* elevated pulpit in other end, two email 12 light windows on sides. 

ears ego the side galleriee were taken out and the building ceiled. 3enches 
f | L ken out end chairs put in. Thie church is still in use and was built in 
..- 5; 6 9 ths records show it was deeded July 4, 1835. 

E ray Church was built in 1863 E. D. King was the contractor and builder. 

-or* -aft price above -foundation $700.00. For this work Lakin and Feters furnished 
• * * er.t y thousand feet of lumber from their mill at Clover Lick, delivered at 
... ;. ey Siding; which is now the Fair Grounds, for ten dollars per thousand white 
-ins lumber. Everything eurtmed up, all told, the Edray church cost$2032.25 . 

Sdray Post Office was the first post office in Edray Community, 
then looking for o none, lira. Elion Moor., mother of t h. lain Georg. P. Moore 
Ling . Bible reader, suggested a Bible nnm. end eeid "Cell the post office Edr.iP 
Leering off the el and adding r, making Edr.y the na». of th, firet poet office. 
Thi. office nee eeteblish.d about 1850. Ae eoon ne Ceo. P. Moor. .a. of ege, he 

poet neater end continued to be until hi. death in 192*. He « the oldest 

.y — - 

;o*t r.ester in the Ul S. A. 

prom Pocahontas Times -Nov. 4, 1926 
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. Green Bank District is the most northern district 
frt- Uw&n 

in e county, it is bounded on the north ar.d north-west 
by Randolph County, on the east by Fendleton end Highland 
counties, south by Huntersville and Sdray Districts. The 
surface is broken and mountainous. The fountain streams 
cf the Greenbrier river constitute the drainage system. 

Among these are the east and west branches of the Greenbrier 
river, Little River, Deer Creek, North fork of Deer Creek 
ar.d Leatherbark Creek. 

...e old mill which has been mentioned with the machine 
connection with the making of tools and implements of iron 
end steel. This machine was used in drawing out and flannir.g 
-hrge iron and steel for making wagon tires, horse shoes, 
'-novel plows, bolts, nails and shaping out heavy iron work. 

...e ei -e of tr.e old Hill end Tilt Hammer is on the land of 
--cr.ry “ooddell, near Greenbank, in Greencank District. The 
U ftr.d embankments may be eee/in on the west side of the road 
"-n ! rtin Sutton's Blacksmith shop and Henry Wooddell 1 s 
** *” e old -'ill race is now used for the county road. 

• •- n mt«. U rrent labor saving for the community and had 
llt ; " • ;l 1 e «arly development of the community. 

fir '- ,,n c " r, ‘ d of Frederick County, Maryland, purchased 
i'.yloi Grant from John Brown, on August prd, 1799, 

’’ • !,rr,er " t..o v.nter por rr of North Fork, w.iich wae 

i . eo C.tum. Creek - «. Ht built a Tub Hill or 

.1: r U'.. t ln XUI1 : ing condition for ten or fifteen 






